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W

e have just about made it to the December break and I’m sure everyone
is looking forward to spending some relaxing time with family and friends
over the holidays.
It has been a rocky road to get here and for many members the POR situation was
an unnecessary distraction. On October 27 I sent an email to the Board to express
D16’s serious concerns regarding the Board’s decision to unilaterally implement
changes to the current POR process with respect to incumbents and the potential
implementation of an evaluation in the third year of a POR’s term. I raised concerns
about the timing of the implementation and requested that the Board reconsider
their decision about implementing these changes
now and wait until we can have further discussions
during the next round of negotiations to address
any potential issues with the process and changes.
Unfortunately the Board chose to move ahead
with the new process and on November 16, 2016
the first round of POR postings closed. We will
continue to monitor the process and make sure all
our members are treated equitably and fairly and
receive the feedback and support they deserve.
In 1999 the UN Human Rights Committee ruled
on the case Waldman v. Canada. Mr. Waldman’s
case contended that the Ontario Education Act Continued on Page 2
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Editor’s Commentary

Continued from page 1

(by providing funding to Catholic Schools) violated 4
articles of the UN Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The UN ruled
(and repeated the ruling in November 2005), that
Canada should adopt steps in order to “eliminate
discrimination on the basis of religion in the systems
and explore the creation of a single school system in
each official language in Ontario. All OSSTF members
are encouraged to go to www.onepublicsystem.ca and
sign the Charter of Public Education.
On behalf of everyone at the District 16 Office I would
like to wish everyone safe and Happy Holidays.

T

he end of semester one and the December Break
are within reach! This past month has been quite
busy for us here at the District 16 Office with the
New Teacher Orientation Day, TPA Workshop, Retirement
Workshop, Student Achievement Awards, Holiday Hamper
Program, etc all falling on the same month but nothing a
daily dose of caffeine cannot fix.
The OSSTF PA Day is coming up quickly and we are in
need of workshops from our membership for all subject
areas. Please feel free to contact me if you have an
idea but are unsure of how to word it into a proposal as
we can always help with the fine details. I encourage
all members to add @D16OSSTF to their Twitter and/or
Facebook accounts to receive reminders of events and
to see some of the great work our members do for the
membership and our communities. Happy Holidays and
be sure to rest during this upcomg break.

AMPA
2017
- Blair Vowles, Editor

March 10-13, 2017

Annual Meeting of Provincial Assembly

AMPA 2017: Call for Delegates

B

eing part of the D16 contingent is a great way to learn more about
how your Federation works. 2017 is an election year and Delegates
will have the opportunity to vote for the Provincial Executive.
Delegates and Alternates for the District 16 delegation will be chosen at the
December Council meeting.
If you are interested or have any questions, please call Gerry Harrison at the
D16 office by 9:00 am on Dec. 12, 2016. Leaving a short description as to
why your interested in attending AMPA would be greatly appreciated and will
help during selection. Expenses are covered by the Federation and childcare
(0-13 yrs) is provided on-site. Delegate and Alternate positions are available
to Occasional Teachers & Contract Teachers. AMPA is held at the Sheraton
Centre Toronto Hotel from March 10-13 (first weekend of March Break).
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: Ann Choi
Author of ‘Kay’s Lucky Coin Variety’
“[An] explosive and heartfelt debut.” –
Toronto Star

Hot Topics represent current
issues that have come to and are
being addressed by the district
office and have an immediate
impact on members.

Manulife Year End
A reminder that your benefits
currently have a Jan. 1 to Dec. 31
cycle and therefore on January 1st
a new benefit year starts again. If
you utilize services that require a
doctor’s note (Registered Massage
Therapist, Chiropractor, Osteopath,
etc) you will be required to have
that medical note renewed to
confirm that the services are still
required. This will also impact other
services like the drug prescription
deductible and the first five visits
for Chiropractic services.

Inclement Weather
Days for OT’s
On Board-designated inclement
weather days OT’s shall:
• call the STAR system directly to
cancel an assignment if unable to
report to work,
• be aware that the job may be
cancelled by the STAR system if
unable to report to work,
• understand that by reporting to
an alternate school or work location
that does not require these
services, you may be re-assigned to
another school or work location, as
required,
• be compensated as per the
articles referencing “Call-Out
Errors” in the respective collective
agreement if an OT reports to
assigned work, if applicable.
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“Choi’s book [is] a welcome breath of fresh air.” – Now Magazine

District 16 OSSTF is incredibly proud to place spotlight on D16 member
Ann Choi, author of the remarkable coming of age story, Kay’s Lucky Coin
Laundry. After wanting to write a novel since her undergraduate years,
Ann finally started in 2007 when one of her students “dared” her to do
so. Ann stated that “he called me a hypocrite for not following my dreams
when I had encouraged him to do the same. We made a deal: I’d start
writing my book if he started going to class. I even showed him the receipt
from a creative writing class I’d just signed up for as proof. By the time he
graduated high school, I had a working first draft of the novel.” Ann’s former
student went on to graduate from University with a kinesiology degree and
in turn, Ann’s novel was published.
Kay’s Lucky Coin Variety was released by Simon & Schuster Canada in
May 2016 and has been very well received by critics. Ann stated that the
attention, among other things, has allowed her to share “the KoreanCanadian immigrant experience and some of the struggles individuals faced
(e.g., identity, parental pressure, mental health challenges).”
CBC Books and The Globe and Mail have named Ann as the “2016 Writer
to Watch” and the novel was recently a finalist for the 2016 Toronto Book
Awards. In her most recent interview with the GNU Journal, Ann mentioned
that she is hoping to use Kay’s Lucky Coin Variety “as a resource to talk
about sensitive issues like domestic violence, negative mental health, and
racial tension.”
Ann and her novel were brought
forward to the District by former D16
President, Colleen Ireland.
Would you like to place spotlight on
one of our incredible members? Let
us know who you believe requires the
attention they deserve by contacting
Blair at the D16 Office.

www.d16.osstf.ca
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Message From OT Branch President

S

eason’s Greetings to all Occasional Teachers,

I hope everyone had a good kick start on jobs for this school year. As we approach the Winter Break, I wish
everyone a very safe and happy holiday. Please feel free to send me an email if you have any questions about Board
parking passes, OT assignments, and/or STAR related issues. Finally, if you would like to attend AMPA as an occasional teacher, please contact me as soon as possible. Spaces are limited for AMPA and priority will be given to
members who would be attending for the first time.

Diane Truong
OT Branch President
email2dt@me.com

Inclement Weather Day Policy Reminder

B

efore you can use the Inclement Weather code in STAR, an inclement weather day must be declared by
YRDSB. If YRDSB calls an inclement weather day and busses are cancelled, there are steps you must take
before you can use the Inclement Weather code in STAR.

1) You must make a reasonable attempt to safely report to work – if not at your own school, then at your nearest
YRDSB school.
2) You must contact the Principal or Vice Principal (NOT THE STAR SECRETARY) prior to the start of the school day.
3) Admin MAY ask a few questions such as “what attempt have you made to report safely for work?”.
4) You may be asked to go to your nearest YRDSB school, elementary or secondary.
5) After speaking with admin you will be given the budget code for the Inclement Weather Day.
6) DO NOT USE STAR CODE 1 (Personal Illness) unless you are legitimately ill (and you might be asked to provide a
Doctor’s note).
Approved inclement weather days are charged to your bucket days. If your Administration does not approve your use
of an Inclement Weather Day and you do not report to work, you will be required to take an unpaid day.
If you do not live in York Region and the weather is bad in your area, you cannot use the inclement weather code for
an absence due to weather unless YRDSB declares it an inclement weather day.
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OSSTF PA Day Update

T

he OSSTF PA Day is fast
approaching. This year the PA
Day will be held on May 5th
and although it is 5 months away,
we require workshops to come in
as soon as possible to assist with
planning purposes.
Members can find the workshop
proposal form at:
www.d16.osstf.ca/PADAY and if any
member or group has a question
concerning the PA Day, they are
invited to contact Blair Vowles at
blair.vowles@osstfd16.on.ca
A list has been provided below
of workshops that have been
submitted if you are wondering
what workshop ideas/topics have
been submitted thus far:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Business of Fun
English: Bring 1 Get a Ton
Food Label Workshop
French Curriculum Planning
French Collaboration
US College Expo
IB: History
Math: Building Thinking Class...
MathPlus @ UofT
Wellness through Music Jam
Battle Ropes and Yoga (Central)
Franklin Club
Joyride 150
Treetop Trekking
Assistive Technology
Ed Tech Camp- OSSTF Style
Crossfit
Adobe Photoshop 101
Tech Studies Talk/Collaboration
Yoga and Bootcamp (North)

There have been many great ideas
that have been provided to the
committee, however in order for
these ideas to run, they require
a proposal to be put forward.
Therefore, we ask all members
who have great ideas to please put
forward their proposals ASAP.
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Winter Hamper and Winter Warmth Program

A

big thank you goes out to all the D16 Members who
contributed to the Holiday Hampers and Holiday Warmth
Program this year. As the result of our memberships efforts,
15 Families within York Region will have a brighter holiday season.
Thank you all for your continued support to the families of our
region.

Human Rights- An Act of Justice

N

elson Mandela once said that ”Overcoming poverty in not a gesture of charity; it is an act of justice
embedded within human rights!” Moreover, at the
November 24th D16 Human Rights Committee meeting, members from schools throughout YRDSB met and
discussed some exciting initiatives that will be rolled-out
for the 2016-17 school year directly addressing diversity,
equity, and inclusion!
In addition to procuring resources for teachers and
students related to Human Rights, the committee will be
launching an annual Human Rights Day Poster competition open to students in grades 9-12 commemorating the
December 10th Human Rights Day. Furthermore, the selected recipient will not only have their poster distributed
to every secondary school in YRDSB to visually heighten
awareness of Human Rights, but they also will be given
an award acknowledging their artistic contribution for
such an important day.

Member Engagement Event:
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair

A second major initiative our committee will be exploring involves supporting youth living in poverty as well as
youth homelessness within York Region. Consequently, at
our next meeting scheduled for JANUARY 12th @the D16
office, a guest speaker from 360 Kids will be presenting
to our team (and any other interested member) as we collectively engage in some intentional humanitarian work
to support youth living at or below the poverty line.
Finally, do you know a YRDSB secondary teacher who has
been a formidable Human Rights advocate at the local,
provincial, or international level? If so, please strongly
consider nominating them for the James Forster Human
Rights Award which will be presented at AMPA in March
(2017). For more details, please check the D16 website
under the Human Rights section!
Yours in solidarity,
Nicole Baxter
D16 Human Rights Committee Chair
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National Day of
Remembrance and
Action on Violence
Against Women

POST...DISCUSS...ACT.

O

n December 6th Canadians
from all across the country
come together to mourn
and commemorate the lives of 14
women who were killed at the École
Polytechnique in Montreal. This
year marks the 17th year since the
loss of the 14 women listed below:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GENEVIÈVE BERGERON, 21
HÉLÈNE COLGAN, 23
NATHALIE CROTEAU, 23
BARBARA DAIGNEAULT, 22
ANNE-MARIE EDWARD, 21
MAUD HAVIERNICK, 29
BARBARA MARIE KLUCZNIK, 31
MARYSE LAGANIÈRE, 25
MARYSE LECLAIR, 23
ANNE-MARIE LEMAY, 27
SONIA PELLETIER, 28
MICHÈLE RICHARD, 21
ANNIE ST-ARNEAULT, 23
ANNIE TURCOTTE, 21

GENEVIÈVE BERGERON, 21
HÉLÈNE COLGAN, 23
NATHALIE CROTEAU, 23
BARBARA DAIGNEAULT, 22
ANNE-MARIE EDWARD, 21
MAUD HAVIERNICK, 29
BARBARA MARIE KLUCZNIK, 31

December 6th is not only a day of
remembrance but is also meant to
be a day of action to work towards
ending all forms of violence against
women. That is precisely why the
D16 OSSTF Status of Women
Committee has once again offered
each site funding to assist both
our members and students fight
violence against women and to create a work and school site where
all women feel comfortable and
are free from discrimination and
violence.
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MARYSE LAGANIÈRE, 25
MARYSE LECLAIR, 23
ANNE-MARIE LEMAY, 27
SONIA PELLETIER, 28
MICHÈLE RICHARD, 21
ANNIE ST-ARNEAULT, 23
ANNIE TURCOTTE, 21

Every year near the beginining of Novemeber the Provincial Status of Women Committee
release the commemorative poster for December 6th, The poster can be found on the
Provinical OSSTF website and can also be found in the Provinical Publication called ‘Update’.

“We are proud that so many of our members work tirelessly to bring
awareness and action to ending gender violence, particularly our Status
of Women Committee who take a lead every year in organizing campaign
materials and developing our December 6th commemorative poster.”
Paul Elliott (Dec Update, 2016)

www.d16.osstf.ca
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DATES TO REMEMBER
National Day of Remembrance
and Action on Violence Against
Women
Tuesday Decemebr 6
Sem 2 Vaccancies Posted
Monday December 12
Closes: December 14th (4pm)
AMPA Interest Due
Monday Decemeber 12
District Office (Gerry by 9 AM)
Council Meeting
Wednesday Decemeber 14
District Office
PA Day Committee Meeting
Tuesday January 10, 4:15 pm
Distirct Office
Human Rights Com Meeting
Thursday January 12, 4:15 pm
Disitrct Office
CBC Meeting
Tuesday January 17, 4:30 pm
District Office

Operation Christmas Cheer Donation

O

nce again, District 16 OSSTF has donated funds to the “Operation
Christmas Cheer” which supports union members across Ontario
that are currently out on picket lines during the holiday season.
This year the program will be supporting three union locals who are out
on strike. Over $95,000 was donated last year by 124 unions and labour
councils which supported 655 families of our Borthers and Sisters in
Ontario.
Follow @operationchristmascheer and www.facebook.com/operationchristmascheer to see the the warmth this program brings in a show of solidarity.

D16 Conference Funding
OSSTF Funding is available for members
initiated conferences and workshops that are
attended between July 1 and June 30.
for more information go to

www.d16.osstf.ca/Conference-Funding

Change in Personal Information?

Have you changed your LEGAL name, address, phone number or email? If so, please notify
Daniela Miele at the D16 Office - d16.office@osstfd16.on.ca.

District 16 OSSTF Executive 2016-2017
President & Provincial Councillor

OT President

1st Vice President

Chief Negotiator/Staffing Officer

Sandy Glassford, District 16 Office
Doug Brydie, District 16 Office

Vice Presidents

Katrina Collins, Stouffville SS
Muna Kadri, Vaughan SS
Darryl Newbury, Thornhill S.S.

Treasurer

Terry Price, Occasional Teacher

Provincial Councillors

Iain Beaton, Unionville H.S.
Paul Bentley, King City H.S.
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Human Rights Chair

Nicole Baxter, Middlefield CI

Diane Truong, Occasional Teacher

District 16 Officers

Delfina Traxler, District 16 Office

Scott West, District 16 Office

Executive Officer

Health and Safety Officer

Gerry Harrison, District 16 Office

Communications/Political Action
& Excellence in Education, Chair
Blair Vowles, District 16 Office

Educational Services Officer
Michelle Best, Vaughan SS.

Status of Women Chair

Vanessa Stoby, Middlefield CI
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